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Summary: 

 

This report seeks consideration to approve the award of discretionary top-up rate 

relief to a non-profit making organisation under the provisions of section 47 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1988 (as amended by section 69 of the Localism Act 
2011). 
 
 

Recommendation: 

 
That the Cabinet Member rejects the application from Merseyside Expanding 

Horizons Ltd for 20% discretionary rate relief for the financial year 2022-2023 
amounting to £1,894.40. 

 
 
  Reasons for the Recommendation(s): 

 
Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd is an Industrial and Provident Society, 

registered with the Financial Conduct Authority with registration number 28914R. In 
line with other registered charities they are entitled to 80% mandatory rate relief in 
respect of their business rates liability at 116-118 The Palatine, Strand Shopping 

Centre, Bootle, L20 4SW. 



 

 
 

 

The organisation is also already receiving 50% Retail, Hospitality and Leisure relief 
for the year 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023; awarded to help businesses and 

organisations in those sectors recover from the COVID19 pandemic. Therefore its 
net business rates liability after reliefs is 10% of the total business rates liability of 
£18,944.00 which equates to £1,894.40 for 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. 

 
Through their discretionary rate relief application form, Merseyside Expanding 

Horizons Ltd has advised that, if relief was not awarded, then they would not be 
able to continue with the provision of the Community Hub, Youth Employment Hub, 
and enterprise support in Bootle as they do not currently have any specific funding 

to do this. Instead they would continue to deliver their current services to Sefton 
residents on an outreach basis.  

   
However, through scrutiny of the organisation financial accounts and projections, it 
is considered that not awarding discretionary rate relief would have no significant 

impact on the organisation’s finances given its level of reserves and income. 
Furthermore, no unique or specific service has been identified that justifies the 

award of additional rate relief. 
 
It should be noted that, in a previous discretionary rate relief application for the 

financial year 2021-2022, Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd also stated that the 
organisation would not be able to continue with the provision of services in Bootle 

as they did not have any specific funding to do so and would instead deliver their 
services to Sefton residents on an outreach basis. Discretionary rate relief was not 
awarded on that occasion however the organisation continues to operate and 

deliver services from 116-118 The Palatine, Strand Shopping Centre, Bootle, L20 
4SW. 

 
Under rate retention 99% of discretionary top up rate relief must borne by the 
Council and 1% by the Fire Authority. 

 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

 
Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd has applied for 20% discretionary rate relief to 

reduce the business rates liability at 116-118 The Palatine, Strand Shopping 
Centre, Bootle, L20 4SW for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.  

 
The discretionary rate relief application can be refused, or a different percentage of 
relief granted, as shown in the table below: - 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

2022-2023 1% Relief  2% Relief  5% Relief  10% Relief  

Reduction in 

Non-Domestic 
Rates Income  £189.44 £378.88 £947.20 £1,894.40 

      

Funded by 
Sefton Council 

99% £187.55 £375.09 £937.73 £1,875.46 

      

Funded by Fire 
Authority 1% £1.89 £3.79 £9.47 £18.94 

 

 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 

 
(A) Revenue Costs 

 
Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd has applied for 20% discretionary top up rate 

relief in respect of the financial year 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. 
 
For 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd.’s net 

business rates liability after the award of 80% Mandatory Relief and 50% Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure relief is £1,894.40. This is 10% of the total business rates 

liability and therefore the maximum that can be considered.  
 
The table below illustrates total expenditure if relief is granted as requested and 

how it will be funded. 
 

 Reduction in Non-

Domestic Rates 
Income 

Funded by Sefton 

99% 

Funded by Fire 

Authority 1% 

2022-2023 £1,894.40 £1,875.46 £18.94 

 

 
 
(B) Capital Costs 
 

None 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Implications of the Proposals: 

 
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):  

 

None 
Legal Implications: 

 

None 
Equality Implications: 

 
There are no equality implications 
Climate Emergency Implications: 

 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact  N 

Have a neutral impact Y 

Have a negative impact N 

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 
report authors 

Y 

 
There are no Climate Emergency implications 
 

 
 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:  

 

Protect the most vulnerable: N/A 
 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Merseyside Expanding Horizons 
Ltd support those who are socially excluded by providing employment and 
enterprise support skills, training, and community activities.  

 

Commission, broker and provide core services: N/A 
 

Place – leadership and influencer: N/A 

 

Drivers of change and reform: N/A 
 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd 

occupy premises that may otherwise be empty. 
 

Greater income for social investment: N/A 
 

Cleaner Greener: N/A 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 
The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services 
(FD6926/22) and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.5126/22) have been 

consulted and any comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 
Not applicable 
 
Implementation Date for the Decision 

 
Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Cabinet Member decision. 
 

 
 
Contact Officer: Mark Barry, Collections & Recovery Manager 

Telephone Number: 0151 934 4361 

Email Address:   Mark.Barry@sefton.gov.uk  
 

 
Appendices: 

 
The following appendices are attached to this report:  
 

Appendix 1:   Application form 
 

Appendix 2:   Supporting evidence 
 
 

Background Papers: 

 
 
1. Introduction/Background 

 

1.1 This report is to consider an application for discretionary top up rate relief 
from Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd in respect of their premises at 116-

118 The Palatine, Strand Shopping Centre, Bootle, L20 4SW.  
     
1.2 Under the provisions of the legislation local authorities have the discretion to 

grant up to 100% relief to organisations. Should the Cabinet Member 
approve the granting of relief 99% of the cost will be met by the Council and 

1% by Merseyside Fire & Rescue Authority. 
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2. Application 

 

2.1 Merseyside Expanding Horizons Ltd has applied for 20% discretionary top-up 

rate relief for 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. As the organisation has a 10% 
liability remaining following the award of other reliefs, this is the maximum 
discretionary rate relief that can be considered.  

 
2.2 The application for discretionary top up rate relief, Consent to Disclosure and 

State Aid Declaration can be found in Appendix 1. 
 

2.3 Supporting Evidence can be found in Appendix 2 

 

2.4 The gross liability for business rates for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 
2023 is £18,944.00. After a mandatory relief award of £15,155.20 and a Retail, 

Hospitality and Leisure relief award of £1,894.40, the net business rates 

liability is £1,894.40. 

 

2.5 The application for discretionary top up rate relief shows that Merseyside  
Expanding Horizons Ltd: - 

 Is an Industrial and Provident Society, registered with the Financial 

Conduct Authority, with registration number 28914R, 

 Have been established for 22 years, 

 Have occupied 116 The Palatine since 22 September 2020 and have a 
2-year lease which expires on 21 September 2022. Sefton MBC is the 

landlord for this property, 

 Also occupy the Joseph Lappin Centre, Mill Lane, Old Swan, L13 5TF 
and 16 The Palatine, Strand Shopping Centre Bootle, L20 4SU, 

 Use the property at 116 The Palatine for 48 hours per week, 

 Have a website at www.expandinghorizons.co.uk, 

 Is a not-for-profit organisation whose main aim is to address social 
inequality, 

 Employ 12 people full-time and 2 people part-time, 30% of whom 
reside in the Sefton area, 

 Have an unconfirmed number of volunteers who provide support to 
their community engagement activities, help out with special events 
and support employed staff members, 

 Received grants and funding totalling £645,120 in the financial year 
ended 31 December 2020, over £1,000,000 in the financial year ended 

31 December 2021 and project approximately £1,000,000 in the 
financial year ending 31 December 2022,  

 Currently have available funds of over £200,000,  

 Currently deliver projects across the Liverpool City Region including 
Sefton. Having a base in Sefton enables the organisation to increase 

their visibility in the borough and attract more people from the Sefton 
area, 

 Provide opportunities for local people to become more active in their 
community and develop employability and entrepreneurship skills by 

http://www.expandinghorizons.co.uk/


 

 
 

empowering them to develop community services, engage in 

community learning and active citizenship, 

 Support people to become Community Learning Champions in their 

own community and support other residents to access and engage in 
volunteering and learning opportunities and develop. Participants can 
map an e-portfolio of achievement which they can use for future 

opportunities, 

 Provide local people with the opportunity to start up, develop and grow 

their business in a supportive environment through “The Big Onion.” 

 Support any start-ups by giving then space in the unit in Bootle to 

assess trade and advertise their services, 

 Have stated that if they do not receive Rate Relief that they will be 
unable to continue with the provision of the Community Hub, Youth 

Employment Hub, and enterprise support. They would continue to 
deliver their current services to Sefton residents on an outreach basis,  

 Bring economic activity into the local area by bringing a currently empty 
unit in Bootle Strand back into use. By refurbishing the unit and making 

an attractive and vibrant community hub in the heart of the shopping 
centre it will attract more people into the centre. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


